
Woolly Dreadlocks - pt2
Dyeing

This is part 2 in a 3 part series, showing you how to make your 
own woolly dreadlocks.

In the previous installment we talked about how to make the 
dreadlocks from undyed wool pencil roving. If you've used 
roving that was already dyed, or rather like the look of the 
natural roving, you may want to skip this step and go straight 
onto adding your extensions.

Additionally, there are two other tutorials on the WW website 
for dyeing wool, both of which are ideal for the first time dyer:
http://www.woollywormhead.com/dyeing-spinning/

Materials:
Acid dyes, or dye for protein fibres (I.e Kool aid)
White vinegar or acetic acid
Large metal saucepan
Old wooden spoon

1. Now that you've made your dreadlocks (from 
the first tutorial) you'll most likely be wanting 
to dye them. If they've dried out since the 
felting stage, they'll need to be thoroughly 
soaked again. Even if they've only dried a little, 
re-wetting is recommended.

2. These are the dyes and colours I used for my 
dreadlocks. I wanted a deep, dark red, a warm 
almost black, so I mixed plum, brown and 
black. The white vinegar in the background is 
used to fix the colours to the wool.



3.  Only a small amount of dye is needed. If you 
were wanting to be accurate about the colour, 
and perhaps were wanting to repeat the 
colour, you may want to measure out the dye 
and make a note of how much is used for the 
weight of wool being dyed. I didn't weigh 
anything, but I've done this before. Too little 
dye and the colour will be weak & will need 
over dyeing. Too much and the unused dye can 
pollute, as well as be a waste of money.

4. The dye is mixed with a small amount of 
warm water to help it dissolve and avoid 
lumps. Then it's added to the dye bath over 
heat. After the dye is added, add the dreads 
and ensure there's enough water to cover 
them. Stirring isn't normally recommended for 
dyeing wool, as it can cause the wool to felt – in 
this instance it could be useful, especially if the 
dreads could help with a little tightening! 
Slowly let the dyebath get hotter but avoid 
letting it boil, as this can damage the wool.

5. If you can exhaust the dye bath, all the 
better, as it means no dye has been wasted. If 
you do have some dye left over, i.e. the water 
isn't clear, don't pour it away just yet – you may 
want to keep it incase you need to over dye 
your dreadlocks. The remaining dye bath can 
also be used for other wool items too.

6. Once you're happy with the colour, you'll 
want to rinse them and make sure there's no 
dye left in the wool. Ideally, let the dye bath 
cool before removing the dreads, as it can get 
incredibly hot. Rinse them under water that's 
roughly the same temperature as they dye bath 
they came out of, and allow the water to cool 
with each rinse. Once the water runs clear, 
your dreads are free from dye. 



7. Once rinsed, lay the dreadlocks out to dry, 
and just as you did after felting, let each one 
have plenty of room for drying. Try to keep 
them out of direct sunlight, as the colour could 
fade. Acid dyes give the best colour on wool, 
and offers the best colour duration, but it's still 
a good idea to dry them out of sunlight. 

8. Once the dreadlocks are completely dry, you 
can remove the nylon string. And there you will 
see the little loop that will be very useful in the 
next stage! If the fibres are a little felted here 
or the loop a little fuzzy, careful trimming can 
tidy things up. The loop needs to be large 
enough to pass through a section of hair.

The next installment in this guide will show you how to attach the extensions to your hair. For this, you'll 
need some sewing thread (ideally polyester) that matches as closely as possible to the colour you've 
dyed, a hair comb (for sectioning), a mirror and an extra person to help!

Have you enjoyed this tutorial? Found it useful and wish to share? Then please link to this page to help 
spread the word:
http://www.woollywormhead.com/dreadlocks/

Please do not link to this PDF directly as that eats my bandwidth. And please, please do not share the PDF 
itself or host it on another site as that's a breach of copyright. To help me continue to offer free tutorials 
please respect these requests.

Thanks!

If you've followed this tutorial and made your own wool dreads, can you add a link to a photo in the 
comments on the link below? 
http://www.woollywormhead.com/blog/2010/8/22/make-your-own-wool-dreadlocks-pt1.html

Contact:
All information included is accurate to the best of my knowledge, and is gained through my own 
experimentation and development. 
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Woolly Wormhead is a Hat Architect. 

With an instinctive flair for unusual construction and a passion 
for innovation, Woolly Wormhead is a designer whose patterns 

are trusted and celebrated by knitters all over the world. As a 
designer, Woolly is driven by a need to create and develop her 

understanding of 3D form. Communicating her ideas and 
sharing her specialised knowledge with her audiences is key to 

Woolly’s success as a designer. Woolly's high quality pattern 
writing ensures perfect results, teaches new skills and 

encourages us all to become Hat architects.

Visit www.woollywormhead.com for further details.
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I know that not everyone can afford to pay for 
knitting patterns, and that’s a problem. Creating 
quality patterns and tutorials takes a lot of work, 
and a lot of resources. Apart from the hours I put 
in, there are editors, graphic designers and more to 
be paid, not to mention web hosting and other 
costs. 

So it means a lot to me to be able to give you free 
content. It’s all thanks to the generous support of 
Patreon users who have pledged me a small 
amount each and every month. That helps to cover 
my costs and enables me to spend some of my 
precious time on creating free stuff like this, for 
you. Thank you, patrons! (click here to join)

By the way, I’ve also put a lot 
of work into ensuring you get 
all the support you need to 
make your knitting a success.

There’s a full tutorial library 
on my website (click here), 
and dedicated help threads 
for each of my Hat patterns in 
my Ravelry group (click here). 
The moderators are great at 
providing support and 
encouragement, and you’ll 
find a warm welcome from 
the whole group.

Thanks to my Patreon supporters for bringing you this freebie!

https://www.patreon.com/woollywormhead
https://www.patreon.com/woollywormhead
http://www.woollywormhead.com/knitting-crochet
https://www.ravelry.com/discuss/woolly-wormheads-hats/3717223/1-25

